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Moraga, CA – October 25, 2012 

 

International Films Dominate at the 15
th

 Annual California Independent Film Festival 

November 8 – 11, 2012 

 

The 15
th

 Annual California Independent Film Festival (CAIFF) is more international than ever with 

14 countries represented from around the world with films in the festival.   

 Joanne Foy, Executive Director of CAIFF, says  “Everyone can learn so much from diversified film 

festival program.  It is wonderful to see what other countries experience and the messages they 

deliver through the art of filmmaking.  One of my goals was to make CAIFF truly international.” 

This will be the third year in a row for CAIFF, one of the fastest growing festivals in California, to 

call The New Rheem Theatre in Moraga, CA home.  Films will also be shown at the Orinda Theatre, 

providing attendees additional opportunities to screen films and even more ways to experience the 

festival. 

 

The Sapporo Short Fest Showcase will give viewers a taste of the films shown at this year’s Sapporo 

Film Festival, CAIFF’s sister festival.  Toshiya Kubo, executive committee member and producer of 

the Sapporo Short Fest, will be in attendance at CAIFF. 

 

International films on this year’s line-up include: 

 

Australia 

Boo! is a short film about an elderly couple keep the spark in their marriage with their mischievous 

games, but this time they might take it one step too far. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 5:30 p.m. – The New Rheem 

Theatre, Sat. Nov. 10 at 3:30 p.m. – Orinda Theatre). 

Closing the festival this year is the much anticipated film, Lore.  This Oscar-buzzing film takes place 

in 1945. After their SS Nazi parents are taken into Allied custody, five German children undertake a 
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harrowing journey that exposes them to the reality and consequences of their parents' actions. Led by 

the eldest sibling, Lore, they set out across a devastated country to reach their grandmother in the 

north. After meeting the charismatic Thomas, a mysterious young refugee, Lore soon finds her world 

shattered by feelings of both hatred and desire. She is transfixed by her fear of the young man, but 

must learn to trust the one person she has always been taught to hate in order to survive. 

Recently, Lore was submitted as Australia’s entry to the 85
th

 Academy Awards and independent film 

critics, including Indiwire, are predicting that this film will be selected in the top 5 out of 71 entries 

Best Foreign Language Film category.   

This film was directed by Cate Shortland, writer, director and award winner of the critically 

acclaimed 2004 feature film, Somersault.  English/German with subtitles. 

Lore will be screened at 6 p.m. on Sunday, November 11 at The New Rheem Theatre and will be 

followed up by the wrap party to conclude the festival.   

The Globe Collector short documentary about Andrew Pullen who collects light globes and has well 

over 10,000 with one of the world's largest private collections. The film takes us on one man's lonely 

quest to save what he sees as a thing of beauty illuminates the depths of passion in all of us. (Fri. 

Nov. 9 at 3:30 p.m. – Orinda Theatre, Sun. Nov. 11 at 1:30 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre). 

 
During the long years of World War II, Australia's small farming communities paid a terrible price. 

The Telegram Man takes us to the rural towns of New South Wales where one family each week 

discovered that their son or husband or brother or father would not be coming home. In the throes of 

such grief, one seldom considers the man who delivers the news. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 5:30 – The New 

Rheem Theatre, Sat. Nov. 10 at 1 p.m. – Orinda Theatre). 

Austria 

Body Complete, directed by Luks Sturm, is a drama/thriller full-length feature film opening the 15
th

 

Annual California Film Festival.  Nicole, a journalist from Austria, travels to Bosnia to film a report 

about Edna, a young woman who has gone missing while she wanted to bury her Muslim father 

whose remains were discovered in a mass grave. Nicole's search takes her to a village in the east of 

Bosnia, where Edna was last seen. The area was a major site of ethnic cleansing in which thousands 

of Muslim civilians perished. The fanatic nationalism and open aggression all around her make 

Nicole's search a life-threatening mission.  The film is in German, English and Bosnian with English 

subtitles.  (Thur. Nov. 8 at 5:30 p.m. The New Rheem Theatre). 
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Belgium 

The story of Nuru is set in an abandoned zoo, inspired by the Antwerp in the nineteenth century, 

where the zoo director instructs a doctor to do some medical experiments on a gorilla, one of the few 

animals left in the zoo. If the experiment turns out well, the zoo could again become the great 

attraction it once was. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 1 p.m. – Orinda Theatre, Sun. Nov. 11 at 4 p.m. – The New 

Rheem Theatre). 

France 

Starring an impressive cast including Jane Fonda, All Together brings us to Annie, Jean, Claude, 

Albert and Jeanne who have been friends for over forty years.T hey are growing old and old age 

tends to be synonymous with reduced autonomy, loss of memory, illness, retirement home and, 

worst of all, separation. One day, one of the five friends suggests to say no to isolation and 

loneliness: what if they lived together? (Sat. Nov. 10 at 8:30 p.m. – Orinda Theatre, Sun. Nov. 11 at 

3:30 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre). 

The feature-film The Well Digger’s Daughter takes us on a journey in pre-World War II France 

where a father is torn between his sense of honor and his deep love for his saintly daughter when she 

gets in trouble with the wealthy son of a shopkeeper. (Sat. Nov. 10 at 6 p.m. – Orinda Theatre). 

Germany 

Starring an impressive cast including Jane Fonda, All Together brings us to Annie, Jean, Claude, 

Albert and Jeanne who have been friends for over forty years.T hey are growing old and old age 

tends to be synonymous with reduced autonomy, loss of memory, illness, retirement home and, 

worst of all, separation. One day, one of the five friends suggests to say no to isolation and 

loneliness: what if they lived together? (Sat. Nov. 10 at 8:30 p.m. – Orinda Theatre, Sun. Nov. 11 at 

3:30 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre). 

Amen! Is a short film about an over-motivated priest bores his single parishioner with a fire and 

brimstone sermon of biblical menaces. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 3 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre, Sat. Nov. 10 

at 12:30 pm. – The New Rheem Theatre). 

Bear Me,  by Polish director Katarzyna Wilk, is a short film about a young woman’s object of love,  

which turns out to be a surprisingly strange choice in her seemingly otherwise quite normal world. 

(Fri, Nov. 9 at 1 p.m. – Orinda Theatre, Sun. Nov. 11 at 3:30p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre).\ 
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The Gruffalo’s Child is a short animation film featuring the voices of Helena Bonham Carter and 

Robbie Coltrane and is about a little Gruffalo who ignores her father's warnings and tiptoes out into 

the snow in search of the Big Bad Mouse. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 1 p.m. – Orinda Theatre, Sun. Nov. 11 at 4 

p.m. – The New RheemTheatre). 

Greenland 

The 15 minute short film Mannen fra isodet (The Devil’s Ballroom) is about an explorer and his 

strenuous journey to the North Pole and a chance encounter that forces him to make an impossible 

decision. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 3 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre, Sat. Nov. 10 at 12:30 p.m. – The New 

Rheem Theatre.) 

India 

The film Anjitha explores the truth of Ajanta and of a British officer who fell in love the Indian 

villager, and reveals who really explored the Ajanta caves. Challenging the pages of history, the film 

offers a new perspective. Research suggests that Paro, a local adivasi girl, played an important role 

in the British officer rediscovering Ajanta Caves, which became renowned as an exotic setting, with 

impressive architecture and long-forgotten history. (Fri. Nov. 8 at 8 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre). 

Ireland 

The Boy in the Bubble, from writer/director Kealan O’Rourke and starring Alan Rickman, this short 

film is about Rupert, a ten year old boy who falls hopelessly in love for the first time. When it all 

goes terribly wrong, he wishes never to experience heartache again. Turning to a book of magic, he 

invokes a spell to shield him from emotion forever.   (Fri. Nov. 9 at 1 p.m. – Orinda Theatre, Sun. 

Nov. 11 at 4 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre). 

Italy 

The short film, Terra, takes us on a ship at night, telling the secret journey of a man returning home. 

(Fri. Nov. 9 at 5:30 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre, Sat. Nov. 10 at 1 p.m. – Orinda Theatre). 

Japan 

CAIFF is proud to present The Sapporo Short Fest as we support our sister festival, The Sapporo 

Film Festival wotj Toshiya Kubo, executive committee member and producer in attendance to tell us 

about their selections.  (Sat. Nov. 10 at 12:30 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre). 
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Lebanon 

Beyrouth 2012 is a wake-up call against war and its atrocities. It is a raw and violent tale that 

envisions a post-apocalyptic Lebanon; but most of all, this short serves as a reminder that peace is a 

matter of life and death for the survival of our planet and our humanity. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 3 p.m. – The 

New Rheem Theatre, Sat. Nov 10 at 3:30 p.m. – Orinda Theatre). 

Peru 

Behind the Mirror is a short film telling the tale of a young husband and soon-to-be father who 

manages a local brothel with his wife. When one of the night’s customers leaves behind an 

unexpected mess, the husband's keen eye for opportunity and quick thinking may change their 

fortunes forever. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 5:30 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre, Sat. Nov. 10 at 1 p.m. – 

Orinda Theatre). 

Spain 

When a man sees a curious advertisement for a talking dog for sale cheap, he pursues the offer with 

natural skepticism in the short film Talking Dog For Sale, 10 Euros.  (Fri. Nov. 9 at 1 p.m. – 

Orinda Theatre, Sun. Nov. 11 at 4 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre). 

United Kingdom 

Friend Request Pending is a short comedy drama about the mature generation dating in our modern 

social networking world. It's a tale of love but more importantly life-long friendship. The twelve-

minute tale tells the story of Mary (Judi Dench) and Linda (Penny Ryder) who spend an afternoon 

discussing the pleasures, pitfalls and problems with using social networking to try and woo the local 

choirmaster Trevor (Philip Jackson). (Sun. Nov. 11 at 6 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre). 

The short film Good Night is about two teenage girls obsessed with growing up fast.  They spend an 

ominous night on the town in this cautionary tale about the dangers of overreaching, when innocent 

play crosses the line into dangerous seduction. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 3 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre, Sat. 

Nov. 10 at 12:30 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre). 

The Gruffalo’s Child is a short animation film featuring the voices of Helena Bonham Carter and 

Robbie Coltrane and is about a little Gruffalo who ignores her father's warnings and tiptoes out into 

the snow in search of the Big Bad Mouse. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 1 p.m. – Orinda Theatre, Sun. Nov. 11 at 4 

p.m. – The New RheemTheatre). 
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A pregnant, orthodox Muslim woman living in London has an appetite for life as well as for food, in 

this delightful exploration of the ways in which her homeland’s culture intersects with her still novel 

foreign surroundings in the short film, Khaana. (Fri. Nov. 9 at 1:30 p.m. – The New Rheem Theatre, 

Sat. Nov. 10 at 1 p.m. – Orinda Theatre). 

The entire event listing for this three-day festival can be found at www.caiff.org.  Tickets can be 

purchased online or at The New Rheem Theatre or Orinda Theatre box offices. 

SPONSORS 

Presenting Sponsors of the 15
th

 Annual California Independent Film Festival are Lamorinda Weekly 

and The Murdy Foundation/Dave Trotter.  The Lamorinda Weekly is a free, bi-weekly newspaper 

written for the residents of Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, providing timely, comprehensive and 

uniquely-relevant information.  

 

Both Lamorinda Weekly and The Murdy Foundation continue their support of the California 

Independent Film Festival. 

 

Other 2012 California Independent Film Festival Sponsors include Ale Industries, Concentric 

Wealth Management, Diablo Magazine, Douglah Designs, itb Designs, Marriott, Moraga Country 

Club, Park Place Wealth Advisors, Senior Solutions, The Olsen Team/Village Real Estate, Town of 

Moraga and Underdog Wine & Spirits. 

ABOUT THE CALIFORNIA INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION (CAIFFA) 

The California Independent Film Festival Association (CAIFFA) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit community-

supported organization. It continuously showcases a variety of films, events, festivals, and 

performing art shows. The CAIFFA, through its management of The New Rheem Theatre and The 

Orinda Theatre, will bring in a vibrant, film-based program to these historic Moraga and Orinda 

landmarks.  

 

The California Independent Film Festival (CAIFF) is one of the most successful and fastest growing 

film festivals in California. Since its inception in 1997, CAIFF has captured both national and 

worldwide press. This star-studded event provides both local Bay Area residents and visitors with an 

opportunity to see world-class films, meet filmmakers from around the world, international 

celebrities and build exposure for CAIFF corporate sponsors. 

 

For more information, please visit CAIFFA at www.caiff.org 

### 

http://www.caiff.org/

